
Contents
Introduction	 vii

Part 1: The Profession of Faith	 1

1. 	 The Existence of God	 3
2. 	 God: Our Loving Creator	 13
3. 	 Jesus: Lord and Messiah 	 29
4. 	 Jesus: Teacher and Savior 	 45
5. 	 The Holy Spirit: The Power of Love 	 59
6. 	 The Blessed Trinity: Unity in Community 	 73
7. 	 People of God: The Christian Community 	 85
8. 	 The Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 	 99
9. 	 Ecumenism: The Church and Other Religions	 113
10. 	The Communion of Saints and the Blessed Mother 	 125
11. 	Christian Destiny: The Last Things 	 137

Part 2: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery	 153

12. 	Celebrating the Paschal Mystery through	 155 
Liturgy and the Sacraments

13. 	Two Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism and Confirmation 	 171
14. 	The Eucharist 	 187
15. 	The Sacraments of Healing: Penance and	 201 

the Anointing of the Sick 
16. 	Sacraments at the Service of Communion I: Holy Orders 	 215
17. 	Sacraments at the Service of Communion II: Matrimony 	 227

Part 3: Life in Christ 	 241

18. 	Foundations of Catholic Morality 	 243
19. 	Catholic Teaching on Social Justice 	 261



20. 	The Christian Call to Holiness 	 279
21. 	The First Three Commandments: Love of God	 291
22. 	The Last Seven Commandments: Love of Neighbor	 303

Part 4: Christian Prayer 	 323

23. 	Christian Prayer 	 325
24.	 The Lord’s Prayer	 337

Appendix 	 345
	 Additional Information 	 345
	 Traditional Prayers and Devotions 	 349
Notes	 355
Selective Glossary of Terms 	 357
Index	 365


