
Contents

Introduction vii

1. What Was Paul Thinking? 1

2. When We Mess Up (Adam and Eve) 13

3. When God Is Late (Lazarus) 21

4. When Others Mess Up (Joseph) 29

5. When Bad Stuff Happens (Ruth and Naomi) 39

6. When Your Dream Falls Apart (Disciples on the Road to 
Emmaus) 49

7. When You’ve Been Used, Rejected, or Abandoned 
(Hagar) 59

8. When You’re Not Strong Enough (Paul) 67

9. When You’re Persecuted for Your Faith (Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego) 75

10. When You’re Hiding in Fear (Apostles in Upper Room) 85

11. When You’ve Made a Bad Decision (Jonah) 93



12. When There’s No End to Your Suffering (Woman with a 
Hemorrhage) 101

13. When You’re Struggling Financially (Elijah and the 
Widow) 109

14. When You’re Grieving the Death of a Loved One (Widow 
of Nain) 119

15. When You Just Don’t Understand (Job) 129

Conclusion: Believing Is Seeing 137


