
1. The Divine Origins of the Church  1

2.  The Church Grows in the Midst of Persecution  31

3. The Development of Doctrine and the 
Decline of the Empire  63

4.  The Church in the Middle Ages  103

5.  The Church in the Renaissance and the 
 Age of Exploration  145

6.  The Call for Church Reform  181

7.  The Church and the Enlightenment  219

8.  The Church in the Modern World  257

9.  The Second Vatican Council Follows 
 Two World Wars  295

10.  The Church in the Twenty-First Century  333

Appendix: Catholic Handbook for Faith  370

Glossary  373

Subject Index  378

Primary Sources Index  392

CO
NT

EN
TS


